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of self and the knowledge of God only. Second,
that Jami had a very decided sense of humour,
strongly in evidence in the " Sixth Garden "of
his Bahdristdn, so delightfully entitled: " Blow-
ing of the zephyrs of wit and the breezes of jocular
sallies, which cause the buds of the lips to laugh
and the flowers of the hearts to bloom." From
these two things alone we might have expected
a finer and nobler character. We must be,
however, content with the life of a great literary
egoist, abandon sentiment, and remember only
that he has left to posterity the most polished of
Persian poetry.

Jami's acceptance of Sufiism was brought
about through a vision in which S'ad al-Din
appeared to him and said : " Go, 0 child ! and
wait on one who is indispensable to you." As
this message was delivered by a spirit Jami ap-
. pears to have taken no objection to the word
"indispensable"; but on the contrary, obeyed
the command and went to S'ad al-Din for spiritual
instruction. Under this holy man Jami lived
the life of a rigid ascetic. So devoutly and so
strenuously did Jami perform his penances that
when S'ad al-Din thought fit to lessen thei3gi and
allow, Jami to mix with sooiety again, the poet
found that he had lost his. power of eloquence,
for which he had been so justly famed, and it was
some considerable time before he regained his
position as a great master of rhetoric.